
TEXT CLEANING WITH LEXOS



COMMON ISSUES WITH DIGITIZED HISTORICAL TEXT

• Newspaper column breaks
• Page structure (Table of Contents, Indexes, etc.)
• Condition of the original physical document
• Type of text contained within the document (handwritten v. font 

type)
• Year the original document was created
• Maturity of the OCR algorithm used at the time of creation
• Images



SAMPLE 1 SCAN

"Ford Sees No Opportunities for New Watergate Scandal." International Herald Tribune [European 
Edition],
August 9-10, 1975, p. 3. International Herald Tribune Historical Archive, 1887-2013



SAMPLE 1 OCR



SAMPLE 2 SCAN

Locke, John. An essay concerning human understanding. In four books. Written by
John Locke, Gent. ... 10th ed., vol. 2, printed for Edward Symon, over
against the Royal Exchange in Cornhill, M.DCC.XXXI. [1731].



SAMPLE 2 OCR



SAMPLE 3 
SCAN

Petitions Dh-Dm; Anton MacKenroth (Anthony MacKennot). 1825 
May - 1825 Nov. MS Crime and the Criminal Justice System: 
Records
from The U.K. National Archives: HO 17 Records created or 
inherited by the Home Office, Ministry of Home Security, and 
related bodies, Home. Office: Criminal Petitions, Series I HO 
17/30/109. The National Archives (Kew, United Kingdom).



SAMPLE 3 OCR 



WHAT IS LEXOS?

From the Wheaton College Lexomic Department Website: 
“Lexos is a web-based tool to help you explore your favorite corpus of digitized texts. Our 
primary motivation is to help you find the explorer spirit as you apply computational and 
statistical probes to your favorite collection of texts. Lexos provides a workflow of effective 
practices so you are mindful of the many decisions made in your experimental methods.”

https://wheatoncollege.edu/academics/special-projects-initiatives/lexomics/lexos-installers/


HTTP://LEXOS.WHEATONCOLLEGE.EDU/UPLOAD

http://lexos.wheatoncollege.edu/upload














LEARNING MILESTONE: IDENTIFYING ISSUES 

OCR

¡ SAMPLE OCR 4:

¡ SAMPLE OCR 5:

¡ SAMPLE OCR 6:

Issue

• Newspaper column breaks

• Page structure (Table of Contents, Indexes, etc.)

• Condition of the original physical document

• Type of text contained within the document 
(handwritten v. font type)

• Year the original document was created

• Maturity of the OCR algorithm used at the time of 
creation

• Images



SAMPLE 4 SCAN

"Seagers Gin." Sunday Times, 15 Dec. 1940, p. 2. The Sunday Times Historical Archive



SAMPLE 4 OCR 



SAMPLE 5 
SCAN

Dana, Richard Henry. Tremlett vs. Tremlett Sale of Ship—Brig 
Bloomer, Case no. 1819. October 16, 1858-January 8,
1859. MS Nineteenth Century Crime: Manuscripts and Ephemera from 
the American Antiquarian Society: Dana,
Richard Henry, Jr., Legal Papers, 1729-1895 Case no. 1819. American 
Antiquarian Society



SAMPLE 5 OCR 



SAMPLE 6 SCAN

Holden, Frederick C., Eric M. Matsner, and Olin West. American Medical Association, Committee to
Study Contraceptive Practices and Allied Problems, 1935-1937. 1935-May, 1940. MS
Planned Parenthood Federation of America Records, 1918-1974: Part 2: Correspondence
and Subject Files, 1920-1974: Subject Files. Sophia Smith Collection, Smith College
Library



SAMPLE 6 OCR 


